Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




1 



.If ^t 
3l(> 




SERMON I . 



c» 



1 



N. 



1 a Peter* I* 3. 

^* Ilis divine power hath given unto ua all things that pertain unto life mid 

^ godliness, tJtrough live knowledge of him thai hath called us to glory and 

^ virtue. 

P These words are very plain. Tbey teach the following facts, viz: 

I That God calls men togloiy and virtue — to the practice of that virtue- 

^ in. this world, which will terminate in glory hi the world to come; — that 

^ all things which pertain to such a life, are matters of grace — they are 

given; — that these gifts or graces are derived from the divine power; — 
and that the means employed by the divine power, in conveying the 
gifts that pertain to life and godlmess is the knowledge of God . These 
positions are as obvious as language can make them, and are clearly the 
propositions contained in the text. 

It is admitted, on all hands, that Regeneration is one of those things 
which pertain to life and godliness. There can be neither where it is 
wanting. It is admitted, also, that Regeneration is the result of the di- 
vine power. Yet the text declares that the divine power which gives 
us all things, &c. — which produces Regeneration, is exerted through 
our knowledge of God. To deny this, is to deny the plain words of the 
Bible. Now knowledge, in its very nature, means an exercise of the 
human mind in discovering, observing, and being convinced of truth or 
matters of fact. He that attributes any other idea to the word, violates 
the established use of language. There is, then, and can be, no know- 
ledge jimong men, independent and irrespective of the exercise of their 
own minds relative to truth or matters of fact. 'l1ie doctrine therefore 
taught in the text is, thai the divine power which conveys to us all things 
that pertain to life and godliness, is exerted through or by means of the 
truth, as it secures the knowledge of God* 

We select one item from the grand total, and shall consider the doc- 
trine more especially in application to it — that is, the Regeneration of 
the sinner or his being born again. This is the result of the divine 
power; but the divine power exerted in producing it, is through our 
knowledge of God, or, m other words, through the truth as apprehend- 
ed by our minds. The doctrine, then, to which we invite your atten- 
tion is, ' 

That Regeneration, as well as every thing else which pertains to a godly 
rfe, is prmuced by the divine power operating through the truth. We 
submit this subject to your attention, not because of anv love we have 
for controversy — nor because it has met the rash and decided opposition 
of some, with regard to whom we can say we can have no greater plear- 
sure than to see them walking in the truth; but because we believe it 
u greatly misapprehended, and has been, unhappily, we will not say 
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designedly, mtsMpteseDtecl by some ninisten pf Cfirist, and ht&xae 
we believe that toe spiritual interests of every child of God, and the 
efficiency of his character and efforts as a professed follower of Christ, 
and the success of religion, and the moral energy of the church, and 
the great triumphs which aheis destined to atchieve over the powers of 
darkness, are all, in some measurei connected with the right understand- 
ing of this plain and scriptural account of the manner in which the 
power ol God b exerted in giving us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness. 

We therefore solicit your candid and dispassionate attention, and beg 
that any of vou who have been in the habit of getting angry with our 
preaching, (we blush for you in adverting to the circumstance,) would 
for once repress such feelings and accompany us while we undertake oil 
this point **to search the scriptures," and to **compare spiritual things 
with spiritual. " We hope, also, that no one will accuse us, as has oi^en 
been aone, of hostility to the doctrines of our Confession of Faith. 
The doctrine of Regeneration is not set forth either in it, or in our 
Catechisms, and is only incidentally noticed in them in connection with 
the subject of effectual calling. Nor is there any thing in them that 
teaches or favors the idea of Ue^^eneration being produced by immedi- 
ate power exerted on the soul, without the intervention of truth. Our 
aim is your spiritual improvement. You never can be the efficient 
christians you might be, while under the practical influence of this the^ 
ory. ••All tilings are for your sake,, that the abundant grace might, 
through t^e thanksgiving of many, redound to the glory of God." 

Before submitting any remarks directly on the subject, it is necessa- 
ry to state the question distinctly. There is one general class ofminis- 
ters who contend that Regeneration is itself a simple existence— some> 
thing produced by the power of God; i. e. his ereative force^ acting di- 
I'ectjy, immediately on the naked soul of man, without the intervention 
of truthi or any medium or means of influence whatever. Another 
class deny this altogether, and following the verv words of the Bible, 
say, that the power which God exerts, is throueh the truth as a means, 
and not directly on the naked soul, so that, when the truth becomes 
effectual to awaken in tlie soul the first act of faith in God, or repen- 
tance for sin, or love to Him, which are all voluntary exercises of the 
soul, immediately the man begins to live for God, and is bom again. 
This latter class alleee that the expression Regeneration, or being born 
again, denotes simply a change in the exercises of the mind and heart,^ 
imholy exeroises being exchanged for holy — holy exercises succeeding 
to unholy — so that, at the very instant a holy exercise, i. e. an act of 
faith or love to God is put forth, being of so entirely different a charac- 
ter from his former sinful exercises^ the man is said to be bom again, 
and in the strong fi^ralive language of the Bible, may be called a new 
creature. He begins to live for God, to lead a holy life with the very 
first exercises of faitli or confidence in God, but not before; and 
this change from sinful thoughts, and feelings, and desires, to holy 
thoughts, and feeling^, and desires, isRe^neration. The man passes 
from an unholy to a holy state, and is said on that account to be bom 
again, just as the child, m passing from its mother's womb, and begin- 
ning to breathe and act in a new way from what it did before, is said to 
be bom. All that take this view are agreed, and explain the subject in 
thcjsame waj — there Are no diyi^ojjs among them — they constitute a. 



nxiTnerous class, not only cf Presbyterian ministers but ministers in other 
Evangelical denominations. They understand each other— co-operate 
with each other and love as brethren* regardless of the divisions of sect* 
They think, and feel, and act alike. 

As it regards the former class, however, they are greatly divided and 
subdivided, and do by no means agree among themselves. While they 
all contend for Hegeneratton being the protluct of simple power imme- 
diately exerted on the soul, they differ greatly among themselves in 
their explanations of it. Thus the party that claims to be reputed most 
orthodox say, that the power of GgkI produces or implants a prindpU 
of spiritual life in the soul, and thus givcsabilUyio believe, repent, and 
do other holy acts. This principle they maintain has a real existence-^ 
may exist prior, and in the case of an infant long prior, to any exercise 
of faith or love — is derived immediately and exclusively from the pow- 
er of God, and has the power of a cause to determine the mind in acts 
of faith, and love, and repentance, and the like. Of this section was 
Owen, and other divines of the same school. To this class I adhered 
for the first two or three years of my ministry, having been educated 
in this theory. Another section of this class teach, that the power of 
God produces a sort of spiritual instinct in the soul, or a new 
sense, which adapts it to holiness, just as we are excited and adapted 
by our animal instincts to many dijferent acts. Edwards, than whom 
tlie world has seldom seen a greater man, sometimes iUiutrated the sub- 
ject in this way; but it was chiefly iUustraiiorit and therefore the injurioua 
practical results of the abstract tenet of Regeneration by simple pow<< 
cr, did not attend his preaching. A third section teach that the power 
of God produces a new ability or spiritual capacity of action, which is 
adapted to the inward self-evidencing light of the sacred scriptures, 
just as our eyes and ears are to the impressions of external objects 
which, when made, we call seeing and hearing. Of this class was Ha.- 
lyburton and others. A fourth section teach that the power of God - 
produces in the soul of a man a new faculty, which they sometimes 
call taste, and sometimes heart, and which is the fountain of all holy 
exercises. To this class belong the Hopkinsians in Vermont and Mas- 
sachusetts, who adopt the theory of Dr. Burton, Ur. Griffin, and others, 
and who are in accord with soihe ministers in the Presbyterian church. 
A fifth section teach that the power of God produces '**9omething" in 
the soul — they do not say what — which causes it to relish spiritual 
things. This account of the matter is more vag^e and indefinite than 
any of the former. A sixth section teaches that the power of God pro- 
duces a disposition, or bias, or tendency of the soul to holy things prior 
to all holy acts or exercises whatever, and is the cause of them. A 
seventh section talk of a habii which, unlike all other habits, is produ- 
ced before there has been even one holy exercise. They assign this 
habit as their eouM, and this is done upon the principles of '^inductive 
philosophy,'* as Dr. De Witt, late professor In the Theological Semi- 
nary or the, Dutch church, has admitted. In one or both of these 
three last sections are to be found our Theological professois at Prince- 
ton. Sometimes, liowever. you will find this cause of hoty exercise 
called taste, faculty, bias, disposition, habit, principle, 8ic. and that by 
tbe very same men, which ct cumstance shows how much they are at a loss 
fo determine what it is. An eighth section, yet mor« confusedly, tslk . 
flbottt tbe power of God praductng in the soul « moral iqualitj or pro- 
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j^trtjf which chtracterizes the man, and aecttres holy actions. Otben^ 
again, as brother Williama of the Carlisle Presbytery, talk of Regene- 
ration as something which haa emanative virtue, saying, that "Faith is 
an emanation from Kegeneration." Others still talk of the power of 
Cod giving a sort of sensitiveness to the soul, which adapts it to be eX' 
cited by holy objects. With this class I fell in for a season, when I 
began to detect the mist and error of the pfdhiophy in whioh I had 
been educafedf bui still my mind remained perplexedrtill^ f bless God, 
I was brought to see that the whole difficulty and perplexity arose from 
attempting to explain the language of common sense, as used in the 
Bible, by difTerent theories and dogmas of metaphysical philosophv. 

1 might detail to you still further divisions of sentiment among tliose 
who insist tliat the power of God in producing Regeneration, acts 
directly on the soul without the mediura or instrumentality of truth; 
and though they cannot agree among, themselves how to describe its 
product,, or where >o assign its particular location, are,- nevertheless, 
too ready to denounce their brethren as heretics, who, in the language 
of the Bible, say that God begets us **by his word," **through the truth;" 
but it is unnecessary. 

I have cited these diflferent theories^^and modes of explaining Regen- 
eration, to show how widely the advocates of its being produced by 
immediate power on the soul without the truth,^ differ from each other, 
and occasionally from themselvcs,.and what g^reat perplexity they find in 
accomuiodating among themselves their abstract metaphysical position 
with the language. of the Bible. It is the main spring of all their 
perplexity and divisions of sentiment, and different explanations of the 
new birth, and or the apparent contradictions and inconsistencies in 
the language of scripture, which they admit and endeavor to solve. 
Only let them part witbthis, a dogma of philosopliy, unsupported by a 
single text in the Bible, that Regpeneration is an efficient cause of holv 
actions produced by the power of God in the soul of man, and they will 
understand at once, and see the beauty,, and glory, and adaptation of 
Me/r views, to both the letter and spirit of the Bible, who maintain that 
it is a change produced in the ciiaraoter of our thoughts and feelings 
by means of the truth as employed by the Spiitit of God. 

As it regards the question how a maiv under the dominionof his sel* 

fishness, can put foi-tli one act of gfenerous or disinterested love for 

.,G()d, being altogfether metaphysical, it requires little or no attention. 

It Certainly cannot be mooted by the ^Hriangpular" divines,, who make 

the first exercise, and the very evidence of saving faith to be the sin* 

neiN believing thatChristdied fbrhim*in particuFar, and as to those who 

maintain tliat the believer loves Qod in view of his own excellence 

, apart from his persunal interest in Christy and who cannot understand 

how this can be, till divine grace creates a new taste which makes the 

exociseof love to God pleasant and delightful, or adapts the man?ii 

,«|iatuie to it, this is- Vot render the eseroise of love to God selfish,. 

^and not in the least degaee to explain or remove the difficulty— How 

doi s this new taste operate? Precisely according to their own shew- 

,ing^, as its advocates allege the instinctive desire for happiness dbes. 

Th. re is in reality no difference, so far as fHe question of selfishness is 

, concerned •■ For whether is it less selfiish> to love Oix\f, because it 

me<. ts »nd§uita a man's tastCj-than because He is- seen to be the pro- 

pt^r Hoiuce of leal happiness? Should physical depravity be asserted 



the difTerenee mfty indeed be api^areiit biitiuch a theory is denied, 
«nd we are denounced as slandering' tlieir views by attributing to- the 
diTines of the taste* or habit, or disposition 8cboolis,such a sentiment, or 
by even intimating that it follows as a consequence of their doctrine of 
Regeneration by power without the truth. 

Ifit be said' that the Spirit employs the truth but after ail it is an 
act of hia power immediately on the soul, which prepared it for the 
truth to make a diifertnt impression, this is making truth but the oc- 
tauon^ or pretext and not the mearu of the Spirit's power, and that 
without the least evidence Irom either seripture or experience. F6r 
we remark, 

I . That the idea of Riegenerabion being produced by power immedi* 
ately exerted on the soul,, is altogether a philosophical inferenee, total- 
]jr unsupported by tlie language of scripture. The term philosophy, 
like many others^ is used in a great many different senses, and I have 
keen astonished sometimes at the vague manner in which it is employ- 
ed. Philosophy properly denotes tliat process or exercise of minci, by 
which we assign the causes or reasons for the different eflects we 
may observe » Thus we talk of natural philosophy, which explains 
the phenomena ofnature by the variouii Ikws which affect the motiont 
•f bodies and their action on one another^— of chemicalphilosophy, 
which explains the various changes tliat take place in the structure or 
component parts ofbodiesf^ — of mental pliilosophy which explains the 
various phenomena of thought and feeling, or the laws which reflate 
the actions of the mind;— and of moral philosophy which explams or 
assigns the reasons of human conduct. We use it in its gener- 
al sense, as denot ng that process of mind by which we assign the 
reasons or causes of thingfs. Now, however proper it may be, iii 
mere matters of science, to resort to philosophy, or thus to employ our 
mindJs, we contend, thut it is wholly improper in theology, or religion, 
which teaches matters thiit reason could never have discovered, and ara 
to be received exclusively upon the woifl op testimony of God. "Be- 
ware,^ said Paol,. *Mest any noan spoil you through philosophy." 
Cbl. 2. 8. 

Now it is said that the power of God is exerted on the naked soul, 
mdependentfy and excntsivery of the truth, to produce tliere a cause 
of holy actions*. Wiien flie brethren who say this are asked for the 
. proof of it, they do not quote the Bible; hut tell us we cannot see how 
such a depraved creature as man is (assuming his physical depravity) 
can ever be brouglit to put f^)rtU holy acts ia any other way, and so, 
because they can assign no bt tter, or no other reason for holy acts they 
assign this. Tins is mere pliilosophy — the assigning 'the causes of 
effects — or it is reasoning from gnorance. i. e. Because we dont know 
hfwelse it can be, rHKRKFituK it must be; andttM;reisa great deal of this 
awtoflulse pli.losophy in eveiy department of human science. 

Perhaps some of niy hearers will say, tliat- 1 misrepresent the sub- 
Jecti but if they weiepeifectly acquainted with the system we op- 
pose they could not say so,- nor if tlicy \vmX read the late productiona 
from file pens oft .lose who at!vocate this view of Regenei-ation-by pow- 
er witiiout< Ik truth. Dr. De VV>tt late of l^itgers college, a ohan»- 
pion n the defence of tliestr vu ws, has nti hesitation in confessing 
tin's ► Me says, **;.ccor(!'ng to t!^ s mote of reasoning,'* (that is the 
inductive phjosophy.) **we must nifer »\\d we cannot shun the infirenUp 
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that there mtui exist in the mmd of every unregenerate per8(iD, some 
moral ccmse, or Lav tending to that resu1t»,ana that law is innate an^ 
uniform, certain and necessary in its operations." Here then we have 
it distinctly avowed, that Regeneration produced by the mighty power 
of God, lodges a cause of hohness in the very soul of man, so that the 
renewed becomes necessarily holy! This is all philosophy. We do 
not feel ourselves at libeity to infer any thing of this sort. What says 
God upon the subject; that is the question, and not what says philoso- 
phy? The principles of inductive plulosophy, may and do apply to 
matters of science but not to religion. With religion they have noth- 
ing to do. God's word is every thing here, and if a man cannot shew 
a **thus saith the Lord" for it, let his opinion and philosophy all go to the 
bats and to the moles. It is this thing of introducing philosophy, instead 
of plain con.mon sense, us the interpreter of the Bible, that has thrown 
clouds of darkness round that precious volume, and split up the 
church of Jesus Christ, which he has purchased with his bloody into 
sects and parties, and rendered religion tiie mere laughing-stock of in- 
fidels and atheists. 

The very circumstance that the principal and most judicious advo- 
cates, of this idea of Regeneration being wrought by the power of God 
imn(ediate]y without the intervention of truth, are compelled to ad- 
mit, that ihey mutt resort (o inductive philosophy to infer the existence of 
something in the soul, which is t/ie cause oil holiness, shews that they 
cannot prove it from the Bible; for if they could, they would not resort 
to philosophy. If the cause of holy exercises is inquired after, the Bi- 
ble answers the question very plainly. I'his is the Spirit of God; but 
at the same time it declares He produces them instrumentally through 
the truth, — ^the divine power gives us all things throus^h the knowledge, 
&Q. "Of his own will begat lie us with the word of his truth,"* To 
deny this, who will -dare? Language cannot be pUiner to prove that 
Regeneration is produced by God through the truth. The man that 
clings to his philosophy, in despite of such convincing testimony from 
the mouth of God, after that his error has been pointed out to him, I 
consider to be incurably blind. Some wretched passions or prejudices 
prevent him from seeing the light of truth. To say that Regeneration 
IS wrought by power, exclusive of the truth, is to deny the Bible; and 
to say that there is an efficient cause of holy exercises created in tl\e 
soul, is to run directly up against the plain testimony of the word of 
God. For the apostle says in the most pointed terms, that it is "the 
word of God, his truth which effectually worketh in them that believe." 

The only passages that are quoted in proof of Regeneration being 
wrought by power, are the following: I have never met with more 
than three, and not one of them is to the point Dr. Griffin, in a labor- 
ed, and obscure, discourse, entitled "Regeneration not wrought by 
IJght," but by power, has ventured to quote two. 

The first is, "God that hath shined out ol darkness into light, hath 
■hined into our hearts." But the text does not say that he did theie 
two things in the same way. It says that the same God did these two 
different things; but it is not said, that he did one aa he did the other. 
He shined out of darkness into light by an act of simple power, as Mo- 
ses telli us. But when he shines into our hearts to give us the light 

^ismesl. 18. 
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of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Chnst we 
are told expressly that it is by the truth, "He (the Spirit,) shall 
take of the things that are mine, says ChrisV and thew them unto vou, 
and he shall ^iae you into all tnith.'' Beside, the very text itself eX' 
plains the shining into our hearts, to be the giving us the knowledge of 
the gloiy of God, which in the very nature of things^ eon be had only 
through the voluntary exercise of our own minat. This text, therefore, 
is in ravor of the very opposite doctrine, from that which it is quoted 
by Dr. G. to prove. -^ 

The second is, tliat in the Ephesians, "who believe according to the 
Working of his mighty power, which he wrought when he raised 
Christ from the dead. " Here it is said, that God regenerates or produ>> 
ces faith by the same power that raised Christ from the dead. The form- 
er text was cited to prove that it was the same power which created the 
world. These things do not agree. But the truth is, that no Greek 
scholar will pretend to deny, that the 'working of the mighty power* in 
Ephesians, is the objector thing believed, not the efficient power which 
produced faith. This the g^mmatical construction proves beyond 
successful denial; so that this text, the great resort, and the miun defence 
of most, so far from supporting such a sentiment, does not relate to the 
point at all. It is just about as much proof that Qod regenerates by 
simple power, as if I were to say, I believe in relation to the mighty 
power of God which raised up Christ from the dead, would be, t£it I ^ 
meant my faith was produced by the mij^hty power of God. 

The third and last passage adduced in proof of thi» by some, is in 
the 12tb and 13th verses oi John — <to as many as received him to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God even to them that believe en 
his name: which were bom not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor*of the will of man but God' If it is here alleged that the power 
is given to believe, which is done by^ the power of God exerted on 
us, our reply is, that every Greek scholar knows the power is not 
that of force, but rig^t and authority — ^the word means authority or 
privilege. This verse, therefore^ lends no support to this idea. But 
it is said the, next verse assigns Regeneration as the cause of faiths 
Who were bom, &c. We deny the assertion. It only states the simple 
fact that those who are born agf&in — whose hearts are changed — who 
renounce their sins and embrace Jesus Christ, have done so, ^not by 
virtue of any worth of parentage — ^not through the self-determining 

{)ower of their own wiU, but through the agency of God. This we be- 
ieve and teach, but it is a very different thing from assigning the phil- 
osophical cause of holy exercises to be, in something produced in, or 
done unto the naked soul of man, prior to its voluntary exercises by 
the power of God, independent and exclusive of his tmth. 

II. My second remark on this subject is, that the idea, of Regenera- 
tion being produced by power without the truth is totally unsupported 
by the experience of Christians. Our experience goes no further 
than our own thoughts and feelings and consequent acts. We have no 
knowledge of any thing that takes place, or is done back of our own 
conscious exercises . 1 defy any rational being to give proof of some- 
thing being done to his soul by an act of power of which he never was 
conscious. 
When a man comes to you and tells you of a change having been 
' wrought upon him, you naturally ask him to give you some account of 
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it. And yoo expect as Peter says every one wlio is born, again must 
beableto do, that he will **give (you) the reason of the hope that is 
in him." If he beg^ins to tell you of his havingbeen in a swoon, or in a 
trance^ or of having fallen down apparently dead, or of his having been 
thrown into great trenyblings or agitations of body, it is all to no pur- 
pose. You want to know, and must hear, what have been his thoughts 
and feelings before you can form any judgment of the change he pro- 
fesses. If he cannot give you a rational account of his exercises of mind 
and heart, in renouncing his sins, and grieving on account of them; — 
of his embracing and cordially trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ, as able 
and willing to save him;— «-and of loving him, as discerning in him most 
exalted excellence and worth, you can give no credit whatever to the 
man's professions about his being converted or born again. You see at 
once the man has no experience, and you know, that every one who is 
truly born of God has had an experience, in his own conscious feelings 
of sorrow for sin, of faith in Christ, and of love to His name. He may 
talk to you about his use of means, and his hope that the power of God 
will or may have been exerted on his soul; and he may even assert his 
conversion — but it is all to no purpose. You look and ask for his expe- 
rience, and if he has none, you at once set him down as a deceived man 
or a proud Pharisee. 

And now, this is the strong practical testimony, which men of com- 
mon sense uniformly bear against the philosophical idea of Regenera- 
tion being wrought by power without the truth. For every man, who 
knows any thing, knows very well, that if it is through the truth the 
Holy Spirit operates to change the heart, he must look for, and can 
have, evidence of His influence on/y in his own conscious thoughts and 
feelings— the voluntary exercises of his own mind. I appeial to your 
own experience, my dear christian friends, who have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious. How was it that his Holy Spirit made you new crea- 
tures in Christ Jesus? 1\as it by any mighty force exerted on your 
naked souls? — by some dreadful shock g^ven to them by the divine 
power? Or, was it not through the influence of the truth? By means 
of some sermon preached, or word spoken, by a friend, or somethhig 
read in the scriptures, or a tract, or some other book, or by a dream, or 
some startling Providence of God, &c., your attention was awakened 
to the subject of your soul's concerns. You saw and felt what a dread- 
ful sinner you was in the sight of God. You thought and felt that your 
sins rendered you deserving of eternal damnation. You felt that you 
was lost, and that unless God should have mercy on your soul, hell, and 
that to all eternity, must be your portion. Oh ! what a multitude of 
recking and tormenting thoughts were awakened in your nunds by the 
truths of God*s word which you heard preached! 

But to remain in this dreadful state you could not consent. You 
tried this and the other way to help yourself; but here again you were 
taught the truth that you could not do any thing to atone for your sin^ 
and recommend you to God, but that the blessed Jesus had died for 8in« 
ners, and was willing to receive you, worthless, vile, hell-deserving as 
you were. You thought of your sins and pleasures, but for a season 
felt as if you could not give them up. Then hell again stared you in 
the face, and you asked yourself how you could dwell with devouring^ 
fire; how you could lie down in everlasting burnings. You saw that 
you must sacrifice your ains, or sacrifice your soul. You heard, and it 
made you almost q[uake and tremble when you heard it, that you must 
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^cny yourself, that you must pluck out tlie tight c/e, and cut off the 
nght hand, and eracify your affections and lusts, or you would be for. 
ever and forever lost. Boge and rebellion occasionally rose hie-h in vour 
hearts? but you saw hell yawning to receive you— you heard the verv 
groans of the damned—you felt as it were the flames of the pit kind- 
ling upon you, and at last you lifted your despairing cry to heaven. At 
firstallwasdarkj^nobnght spot appeared before you. Heaven seemed 
wrapped m thickening clouds of vengeance? but presently you saw. 
amidst the awftil gloom, a dying Jesus, with arms out-stretched and 
waiting to receive you. You learned that He would recommend you 

i^i^"';?'***^'^ ^^^"^"^ *r¥ "^"^^ ""^ >^°"' '^ y°^ ^^"Jd ^^^ cast yiur. 
self into his arms. You felt willing to part with all your sins, and We 

them up, and at the veiy same moment, saw something in Christ to love. 

Ob, such a Saviour'-Oh, such a loving, tender, gracious friend, as to 

'^K''''K'"!L^7if'*r ^"^ ^"^ ?" y°"- Y^ ^^>d '^^st no longer, and 
with ^ heart full of sorrow for your sins, you cast yourself on Christ. 
•*Lord take me-l yi^ I yield, I yield," and either then, or soon after 
M8 you was conscious of youf real deep-rooted and unshaken purpose 
to sacrifice your sins, and saw something more of the grace and love! 
Iine«r of Christ, and was assured of your own heart's supreme and 
ardent love to Him, you felt a joy unspeakable and full of glory. Nor 
. would you exchange such bliss for all the joys of sin* but the laneiia^I 
of your delighted heart thenceforth has been, 'a^ffuagc 

**Jesus thy love do I require. 
Nothing on earth beneath desire. 

Nothing in heaven above: 
Let earth, and heaven, and all things ffo. 
Give me thy only love to know, " ** * 

Give me thy perfect love." 

Now in all this there was nothing beyond the bounds of vour own 
conscioiis exercises. You knew, and was conscious of ever? thouTt 
und feehngs and this transition of feeling-this change of ffiht fnl 
desires-f?om unbeheving, killing fea« and anx!eties, to a sweet 
happy repose m Chnst-from love of sin, and a refusal to nart wfHt 
your lusts, to a perfect willingness and ardent desi^eTsacri&Tem 
all, and nail them to the cross of Jesus-from the love of ttewn^iu.^ 

^Ju/e^rs^rous' e^^^^^^^^^ it, if 

further, and.as.you describe tL change tol'::: ^^^ZT^f::^^^^ 

the truth. For you know that it was God's ffreat crace whJnh «1«? k- 
HolySpirl^byhis own truth, to break doKe^^Po^Uon ^f^^^^^ 
minds and hearte to holiness, and makeyou willing tTCve and S ^ 
llim. You acknowledge his power in your convei^ion an^^K- u -^ 
wonderful indeed, but i!is power exerted ^hrouT^^^ 
have felt and believed. As*^to any thing else yof ha^e'^Xe^^^^^^^^^^ 
ButJ desist for the present and conclude by remin^'n^vof mJ 
hearers of the scriptural account of this whole m^er if a W Z 
are expecting to be born aira n by an exercia** nf ^uJa' • ^ ^ ' 
yoursSuU w1.ich will rnkfr^lgon "Ly ^Le«Stw .rvoS^^f Jw 
you wiU hare no conflict in sub/uing idpMeX^nl^'ot'y^ 
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lietrt. Mid no pain in eraeifyin(^ your afTeetions and lusts you are sod^ 
ly mistaken. Regeneration is a voluntary change it is a change in the 
Toluntary ex^rcise^ of your own minds and hearts. Tou roust re- 
nounce the world and give your hearts to Christ and enga^ with pur- 
pose of eternal devotedness to serve him. Sinful companions and de-. 
lights, selfi/ih pleasures and pursuits must be forsaken. All must be 
parted witli for Christ. To induce you to do so the blessed Spirit of 
God is striving. He Urges on your conscience bis solemn and awful 
truth. He throws open before you a burning helL He beckons you 
from a radiant heaven. He points you to the cross of Calvary. He 
calls upon you to stop and think — ^to repent and tura-^to escape for 
your hfe. His truth, at times enters into your very soul. You quake 
and tremble— you weep and pny. Are such your feelings nOw? Yon 
are on the very threshold of the kingdom. Break away irom your sins, 
burst through this barrier of unbelief^ strike hands wlm Christ for time 
and for eternity, and cordially submit to him, and he will seal you 
with his Spirit till the day of redemption. Neither the first nor second 
death on you will have any power. But refuse — ^refuse now, linger 
here a few moments longer without giving up to Christ, and you may 
fall immeasurably and eternally from hope. Yield to the voice of 
pleasure— obey the world's commands,-^crooch and be ashamed be- 
fore its deriding gaze, and let the present season go, and all, all may be 
forever gone. Pleasures past shall prove thorns around your bleed- 
ing brow ere long, — spectres that shall hover round your brain and 
AggriTAte and mock your woe. 
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51 Peter, 1« 3« 

.tnthe former discoarse irom this text, I adduced two considerations 
\o prove that Regeneration is not the product of simple power immedi- 
ately exerted on the souV in opposition to that view which represents 
it to be produced by tlie Spirit's power through the truth — by means 
•of the word, — viz": Its main support is derived from philosophy ami 
not from the J^t'd^.^— It is in direct opposition to the eX|7erience of 
"Clmstians^ 

An appeal was directly made, particukil-ly to your experience, and 
it affords roe no little satisfaction, to have htaard from not a few of you 
since, that it was accurately described. But I restrict not the appeal 
to you. Yon will find it to be the same in the «ase of every saint in 
^lory who has left behind him a record of the dealings of God with 
4iissoul. A^lbear their testimony to the truth of the Redeemer's 
word, who describes the process of a slnnePs conversion or emancipa- 
tion from the dominion of sin to be ^ye shall know the truth, and t/ie 
iruth shall make you free,*'* I have some other considerations to sub- 
mit to your attention in the present dhK^ourse* 

III. The idea that Regeneratioft is produced b^ the immediate power 
t)f God on the soul of man without the intervention of truth as a means, 
is productive of many sad practical results. Here, no dqubt it will be 
said that this is not to be attributed to the doctrine^ but to the corrup- 
tion of inen who pervert it. .If the facts are not den!ed--and they, 
certainly will fiot be by any one who has had an opportunity to trace 
and examiAe them — ^they will be referred to another cause than to tlie 
natural and legitimate tendency of the doctrine. Thus we shall be 
told that the apostle PauPs doctrine was abused, and that some even 
turned the grace of God into licentiousness^ so that it is not fair to 
charge upon any doctrine, the consequences resulting from it as "it 
acts upon the corrupt minds of men. This remark, we grant, is to a 
certain extent true. The best thing may undoubtedly be abused. 
But the case is very different, when the results are seen to be legiti- 
mate and uniform, and where, as in the present case, they are found di- 
rectly at variance with the letter and spirit of the bible, affecting both 
ministers and people,--H*eCeiving the sanction of the former^ and influ- 
encing their exhortations and prayers, their instructions and efforts, 
and producing appropriate habits of feeling and acting among their 
hearers. We shall notice a few. > 

1. The doctrine of Regeneration, produced by immediate power on 
the soul without tlie intervention of truth, involves the whole subject 

1 John 8, 33. 

2 
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1)1* the Spirit's influence in the mysticism of phtloscfphy. There in* 
|>ropensty in mankind to trace the effect to its cause. No where dc^ 
men err so frequently, and so eg^egiously, as in asst^ing the cause* 
of phenomena as well the proximate as those more remote. We may 
trace their errors, through endless theories III every department of hu« 
man knowledge. It is the glory of religion, that the sure word of 
God lays an interdict on all vain reasonings, and that the human mind is 
required to receive, exclusively through faith in the testimony of God, it» 
knowledge of divine things. A neglect or refusal thus to submit to the 
authority of revelation, has been productive of disastrous conse' 
quences in the church of God. These consequences are peculiarly 
apparent in the history of that influence which the Platonic philoso^ 
phy, as incorporated with the word of God, and adduced to illustrate 
its facts and td subserve the purposes of devotional piety, had for many 
centuries in the Christian church. They may be discovered even at 
this day in the mystic theology which still claims for itself the homage 
of many. We are confident that tliis cannot be denied, by those who 
have read upon the subject, and traced the influence of this old heathen 
philosophy, in modifying the doctrines of Christianity, as they were 
blended by the divines of the Alexandrian school. As for those who 
have never read, and are ignorant on the subject, it would be well for 
them to lay aside for a season, the spirit of intolerance and bigotry, 
and not conclude that they know all things, and cannot be instructed. 
They will find that most of the celebrated fathers were Platonists and 
that they borrowed many of their explanations of scripture from the Pla- 
tonic system. Justin Martyr, Athenagoras, Clemens Alexandrinus and 
others have been particularly noticed. With the Eclectic sect, com- 
menced that union of heathen philosophy and Christianity which may 
be traced in the writings of the mystics from that day to this. 

It was by means of the first principles of the Platonic philosophy, 
that the mystics, who sprung up, in the close of the second century, 
formed their system, the effects of which were not wholly removed by 
the reformation, and have not yet fully been expelled from the church 
of God. The known doctrine of the Platonic school, which w^as 
adopted by Origen and his disciples^ was, that **the divine nature is dif- 
fused through all human souls or that the faculty of reason, from which 
proceed the health and vigour of the mind is an emanation from God 
into the human soul, and comprehends in it the principles and elements 
of all truth, human and divine." Assuming this, the mystics denied, 
that men co\ild by labour or study excite this celestial flame in their 
breasts, and therefore thev disapproved of all attempts to lead the 
minds of men to form distinct common sense notions of truth. Soli- 
tude, repose, maceration of the body, abstraction from terrestrial scenes, ' 
and the exercises of an imaginative devotion were, in their estimation, 
the only appropriate means of exciting the Spirit of God within them. 
They talked of inexpressible raptures in communion with God, and be- 
lieved themselves to be invested with the •♦inestimable privileg^e of con- 
templating truth undisguised and uncomipted, in its native purity, 
while otheips beheld it in a vitiated or delusive form." 

Time will not permit me to describe Uie effects produced by the 
appearance of tbeir singular and austere piety, nor to trace them, in 
the different forms of philosopical enthusiasm which prevailed among 
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the Anchorets and monastic orders of the third centuiy down to the 
Quietists, and quakers and others fanatics of modern days. But the 
above presentation of one of the peculiar principles of the mystic the- 
ology, is enough to enable you to trace the resemblance observable^ 
in certain modes of explaining the^doctrine of Regeneration, and in their 
practical effects in some cases. 

At one time we are told that when a man is bom agiun, the Spirit of 
God takes up his * 'personal inhabitation*' in die soul, dwelling there 
and actuating the soul, as the soul does the body. At another time, 
we are told that the Spirit of God, by his power, implants in the soul 
a celestial principle by which we become partakers of the divine na- 
ture. At other times different explanations are given, but they all 
pi-oceed on the assuipption of something pro<luced by divine power 
being put into the soul of man, which becomes the actuating principle, 
giving ability to understand spiritual things, to believe, repent, and 
perform holy duties, which cannot be excited by the man hiroseli^ 
but is every moment kept alive by a still farther accession of divine 
power, on which like all other graces it immediately depends and for 
the increased energy of which he is indebted to the iova'tignty of God. 
Tlie only difference that I see between this and the Platouism of the 
Mystics, is that the latter considered the soul itself the celestial princi- 
ple, the emanation from God, but the former removes it one step far- 
ther off, and makes it something in the soul. 

It Ls curious too to trace the resemblance between the two systems 
in their practical resulti^ and to see how this notion of something of di- 
vine origin being put into the soul as the actuating principle there, 
leads to Anchoretish selfishness, to spiritual pride, to mistaken ab- 
straction from the active business of piety, and to an incorrigible aver- 
sion and prejudice against the interpretation of scripture upon the prin- 
ciples of common sense. Thus it is avowed by some advocates of this 
philosophy, and contended — that there is especial mystery in the whole 
of religion, just as Plato wrapped every thingjin mystery, and that it is 
utterly, and in the nature of things impossible lo know any thing in re- 
lation to it till there has been the illapses of this ovlestial principle into 
the soul — till almighty power has created there this counterpart of tlie 
divine nature. The whole subject of the Spirit's influence being 
enwrapped in peculiar mystery, we ar6 put upon a sort of philosophical 
inquiry after some hidden, intangible, imperceptible, and mystic cause 
of our own actions, away back of and exerting a controling power 
over our thoughts, purposes, feelings and desires. The appropriate and 
imm<^diate impressions of truth are therefore lost sight of, and the man, 
\v)io adopts these views, of necessity talks unintelligibly and mystically 
about]the influence of the Spirit of God. . 

To requii'e him to speak intelligibly, and to question the truth of 
his philosophy, is by some deemed impious, and if vou will persist in 
your attempt to drive him out from the shrine of that mysticism in 
which he is enveloped, and bring him, and his theories to the light of 
open day, the test of simple bible truth, you will be denounced as an 
heretic, and be punished with intolerance, for your temerity . The 
very same language that is held by the wildest fanatics, you will hear 
drop from the lips of these philosopliical enthusiasts and in both cases, 
v\ih %$ little precUion Qf thought, though not as injuriously ^ so that if 
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you do not stumbTe, and are not in danger of timiing avray with dis^ 
gust front the whole subject of the Spirit's- influence, it will be owing 
to other guides- and guardianship thaui the explanations of the mys- 
tic tlieology. I have no doubt that botli the speculative and practical 
infidelity of many, are to be attiibuted to the manner in which the 
precious doctrine of tlie Spirit's influence through the truth, has been 
involved and obscured by the mysticism of philosophy.. Its results 
here are greatly to be deplored, and tliese results are by no means ideal. 
I'iatonism was the great buhvark of infidelity during the days in which 
vital Christianity flourished, i. e» the first two centimes. But after 
some Platonic philosophers were converted and Platonism and Chris- 
tianity were united and taught together, in the Alexandrian schools 
tlie life and power of religion in the churches rapidly declined. 

2. 'riiereare other mischievous results which flow from this doc- 
trine of Regeneration being something put into the soul by an immedi- 
ate act of divine power. It darkens tlie whole subject of spiritual ex- 
]yenence and keeps the mind of the Christian in an uneasy and dis- 
tracted state. It is always a question of deep and thrilling interest to 
the Christian heart, "Am I a child of God or not." He knows that 
he is not, if he has not been born again. The evidences of Regenera - 
tion therefore become an object of interested examination and research. 
I^ut while the nature of regeneration is itself involved in . mysticism, 
and the Clu'istian has no distinct and definite ideas as to what it is, it 
caniKyt be otherwise than that his mind should be divided, and dis- 
tracted, and unable to decide whether he has been born ag^in. He 
is told that it is something put into him by the mighty power of God, 
and when he attends to the explanations given, he hears that it ope* 
rates in his soul as a causeof holy actions. Now it is impossible in 
the very nature of things, tliat he can ever have any evidence of its 
existence, but what he arrives at, directly or indirectly through his 
own consciousness. 

At first, from tlie language used, he expects some powerful emotion, 
excitement, or impulse — he cannot tell wl:at— but something extraor- 
dinary and supernatural, for he has been told that it is to be produced 
by the mighty power of God. No such thing occurs in his experience; 
llere, howev'er, he is told, by the advocates of this theory, that he is 
mistaken. This change, produced by the mighty power of God, they 
tell him, is done back of his conscious exercises, and that it could as 
readily happen when he is asleep as when awake, when lying in the 
womb as when arrived at age, and that the precise time when it occurs 
he never can know, and need not undertake to inquire after. 

All this creates distraction and confusion of mind. **How then," he 
asks, **am I to know whether 1 am born again or not?" 

To this question he will get the answer, "By the witness of the Holy 
Spirit, — He it is tliat must bear witness in your heart, whether you are 
born again." 

But this is not enough. He asks ag^in, "what is the witness of the 
Spirit?" for till he knows what this b, he can never tell whether he has. 
it or not. 

In reply to this question he witi be told, by the advocates^f the doc - 
trine of Regeneration by immediate power, that "the witness of the 
Spirit consists in two thihs;s}.firstj,wha.t the Spirit hjis done in the soul,. 
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and second, the account or characteristics of it, which He, the Spirit, 
has given in His own word." 

But this only confounds him more. "I am inquiring after, and want- 
ing to know," says he, "what the Spirit has done for my soul. You 
liave already told me that 1 was mistaken, when I supposed that be- 
cause it was produced by power, there would be some shock, or some 
trxtraordinary emotion or experience, that would prove it to me. How 
then am I to know it?*' 

To this it is replied, "You must examine your own heart carefully, 
and see whether you have the feelings which tlie scriptures describe 
the renewed man as having. If your experience and conduct corres- 
pond witli what you read m the Bible, as being the experience and con- 
duct of the converted sinner, why then you may infer that you have 
been born again — that this divine principle has been lodged in your soal. 
Hemember that it is with your own spirit that the Holy Spirit bears wit- 
ness.** 

And thus, after all, having travelled through this long circuitous roijite, 
and been kept in a perplexed, and sometimes agitated state of miihl, the 
information that he gets upon this subject, which is at all satisfactory*, 
just amounts to this, viz : if you are conscious of right feelings and actions, 
vou may conclude that you are a child of God, and have beeh made ar 
partaker of tho divine nature . But the evidence arising from conscious- 
ness is greatly impaired, because he is practically taught that it is only 
of secondary consequence, anct is put upon the plea of philosophising,, 
i . e. of reasonihg irom the effect to the cause, in order to ascertain his 
Regeneration. 

But let him be told that Regeneration consists in a change of his feel- 
ings, and purposes, and actions, from unholy to holy, i. e. that at the 
very moment when he exchanged his selfish feelings and self^nghteous 
purposes, for the supreme governing purpose, of an heart to live to 
the glory of God — when he first ceased from his imbelief,. and fears, and 
distrust of God, and cordially trusted in Him through Jesus Christ, he 
then began to live a new life, and at that moment passed fromdeath unto 
life, from darkness to light, he is not distracted with any mystic philos- 
ophy . All this, as the language of common sense, is perfectly intelli- 
gible . The evidence of a change lies, directly, and wholly, within the 
limits of his own consciousness,^ and as he knows from the word of God,, 
that it is through the approprijite influence of the truth, the Spirit ex- 
cites his mind and produces these new feelings and purposes, he has, 
in his very consciousness of such feelings and purposes — the full witness 
,of the Spirit — convincing evidence that he is a child of God. 

The subject is brought before his.miudj^ith great plainness and dis- 
tinctness, and he sees and knows, that until he feelsfully conscious that he 
does actually, and eternally, renounce all his sins, and with his whole 
lieart embrace and trust in Jesus Christ, he has, and can have, no evi- 
dence of being bom again. He therefore looks directly to what God 
requires him to be and to feeU And until he meets the requisitions of 
God, belt stares him in the face. He knows and feels that he is a rebel, 
and under the curse, as long as he does not consciously give up his 
undivided heart to God. In the absence of such consciousness, 
or in the consciousness of an unwillingness to part with every thing for 
Christ— of the want of love to Him, he sees and knows that every mo- 
: ment he is becbraing more andmOre guilty and deserving of hell, Noz 
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sl^ould he, as he would not lose his soul, listen to the man that will' 
come in ami tell him, "Oh, be not so discouraged, you »iay have expe- 
rienced a chance and not know it. The seed may have been sown in 
your heart, and it will produce its fruits by and bye. You cannot ex- 
pect to know just at once your acceptance with God. Many good 
christians have lived for years, yea, a whole life time, and have been in 
doubt about it, even at the last." Fcrfaaps he may listen to such ad- 
vice, so directly at variance with the lan^age and spirit of the New 
Testament, and tjhe consequence will be, he will* settle down in a dull 
monotonous routine of religious duties, without life, without experience, 
and without knowledge of himself — of what he ought to be; and of what 
God requires and expects at his hands. 

Go through the grtat mass of professors^ and ask them whether they 
are bom again, and how few can you find who will not shrink from the 
question? Immediately you will'see them cm»'rap themselves, in the 
folds of their mystic theolog}-, like the snail that retreats from the rays 
of the sun, and all your attempts to draw them out, in any spiritual con- 
verse about the state of their souls will be utterlv in vain. If at any 
time they do venture abroad, it is in the midst of mist, and fogs, and 
darkness, and their progress is so slow, and there is such a slime of 
doubts and fears to mark their track, that you shall grow weary of your 
pains, and almost wish tliem back again within their shell. But why is 
this? Is the Spirit of €»od more unwilling to bear witness with our 
spirits now than he was in apostolic days? Is it really more difficult to 
tell whether a man is a christian now than it was then? Are the evi- 
dences of a change of heart different now from what they were then ^ 
Ky no means. But there is wanting among multitudes that self-denying^ 
self-sacrificing, devoted spirit of love to God, and contempt for the 
world, that vivid consciousness of the emotions, and purposes, and 
acts that characterize the renovated soul, which,, when had, never fail 
to furnish the most convincing proof of having passed from death unto 
life. 

Perhaps the advice above noticed does not satisfy, and the christian, 
is too much awake to be lulled into the sleep of formalists and Phari- 
sees, and hypocrites, who are quietly floating down to hell, and he is 
impatient and anxious to know something about his state, and pores 
over his own heart, and inquires of this and the other inexperienced 
guide, till anxiety of mind deranges his nerves, and disease produces 
most distressing hallucinations. There are not wanting sad instances of 
alienations of mind, produced through the influence of this wretch- 
ed mysticism, which, had the individuals been instructed in religion, 
not as philosophically explained, but as adapted to commion sense, 
and been put upon a plan of efficient action, might have been altogeth- 
er prevented. It is a circumstance of no little consolation to us, that 
although we have seen three seasons of powerful revival, and many 
hundreds deeply excited on the subject of religion, there has not one 
instance occurred, imder our'ministry, in which confirmed melancholy, 
or mental alienation, or fatal termination in violent disease, has ever 
eventuated in persons convicted and troubled about their soul's concerns. 
We have heard and read of melancholy cases of this sort, however, 
where the mystic views obtained, and where christians have been kept 
<in a doubting and almost despairing state of mind for months'and years 
logether. But yre cannot dilate on this subject; — ^nor would we attacb^ 
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too much consequence to it, although we are convinced It is deserving 
of some attention. 

o. It is easy to perceive, from what has already been said, that this 
doctrine of Regeneration by immediate power without the truth, not 
only darkens and distracts the' experience of the christian, but also de- 
stroys his eiticiency. He is given practically to understand, that he can 
do nothing till this divine principle, by which God gives ability for spi- 
ritual duties, is infused into him> and that it would be presumption and 
impiety in him to attempt to do any thing in his own strength. But he 
does not know — he has no satisfactoiy evidence that this principle Uah 
been implanted in him, and he therefore fears and hesitates to make any 
effort. He cannot think of undertaking to discharge the duties which 
characterize the christian. ^JX*^ cannot appropriate the christian's conso- 
lations. He feels that there ^s danger of acting the hypocrite, if in 
his present state be undertakes to imitate \\i% one and appropriate the 
other. He would feign do this and that, he tlunks, but then he is afraid, 
lest in the end, he may be found to want the infused principle of life 
and holiness, and the consequence is, that he is dragged from Sabbath 
to Sabbath, and month to month, through a round of external means. 
He may, indeed, to satisfy conscience, go forward to the Lord's table, 
and have his children baptized; but cannot be persuaded to come out 
and take a public, op(»n stand on the subject of religion, and speak and 
act for Christ. His whole effort seems to be to persuade himself that 
lie may be a christian, and yet not be steadfast, immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. He don't know yet that this some- 
thing has been infused into him, and when he sees young christians and 
others active and engaged, and hears them talk of Christ and his cause, 
and finds them bold and decided, he wonders at their presumption, and 
goes away to mourn over tlie degeneracy of tlie times, the prevalence 
of heresy, the impudence of youth, and the utter want of that humility, 
in which he falsely flatters himself^ wiJI be found fas chief excellence. 
Thus while he always moves like a cripple himself, he falls at times, as a 
great incubus upon lively, warm-hearted and zealous christians; and while 
setting an examrple of censunible inefficiency himself, breathes a pes- 
tilential vapour, t6 cramp the energies of others^ How very different 
would his example and efforts be were be told, and did he believe, that 
lie is not to look after this infused something, which is to give him 
ability to act for Christ, but that God is now and always willing to help 
him, and work through him, in the exercise of those capacities he alrea- 
dy possesses, and that it is his duty never to hesitate or distrust the pro- 
mise of God, but rise in the very power of His might, and spend and 
be spent for God. 

The question, when called to act for God, or perform any Christian 
duty, would not be, "have I been made partaker of the principle of 
spiritual life," but **am I willing to do my duty?" He could not 
skulk away from the service to which God calls him, under the dim 
shadows of his mystic theology; but he would see and feel at once that 
it was a question of submission or rebellion, that he was called to settle, 
and that during every moment's delay to rise and act, he is pari} ing 
with his enemies. Instead of being invaded with fears and misgivmgs,lest 
the infused principle should not be found in him, his fears would be, lest 
he should prove a deserter, or faithle.ss at his post, and, by inconsis- 
tency, indolence, and neglectvof duty, bring dislionor on the cause of 
God. 
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4. The injurious results in relation to ministers' and churches* effort*- 
for the cause of God and the conversion of souls, which flow from 
this doctrine of Regeneration by power without the truth may also be 
noticed. If a mimsterand people believe it is immediately by pow- 
er and not through truths that Gdd regenerates, they will, of necessity, 
ieel that they cannot anticipate success, if such power should be with- 
held even though the truth be preached. This power is exerted 
they believe in a sovereign way,, meaning arbitrarily, — and that there- 
fore "until God's time to exert it shall arrive all is vain." 

When they look into tlie Bible they find no promise as it respects 
the exercise of such power, and thence they conclude that this is a 
- matter which God has reserved to himself, and that all they can do is 
to use the external means, and wait for God*8 time to revive Ids work\ 
and save immortal souis. Accordingly they do not feel, because ac- 
cording to this view, they do not, cannot believe, that any blame at- 
taches to themselves. They quiet all uneasiness by the thought, **w e 
have done our duty, but God is a sovereign, and he does not see fit to 
bless our efforts." Thus although the bible says tixplicitly of even 
false teachers that ''if they had stood in tlie counsel (of the Lord) and 
had caused (his) people to hear his words, then they would have turn- 
ed them from their evil way and from the evil of their doings,"i yet 
you will hear ministers, who claim to be most orthodox^ and whose 
glory is that they stand in the counsfel of the Lord, and walk in the 
•*good old ways," get up in their place, and while they see and can- 
not but confess, that sinners are not turned unto the Lord through their 
means, and that no revival has ever attended their preaching, comfort 
themselves and their hearers by saying **God is a sovereign. He has 
his own way and time of working. Many a faithful minister may toil 
for a long time, yea a whole hfe, and see no fruit. We must wait pa- 
tiently till his time to-favor Zion shall come. It is an act of sovereign 
and Almighty power independent of the truth as a means by whicli 
God converts the sinner." 

Now such exhortations contradict God as if were to his very face, 
yet are they the natural, legitimate, and in some cases, the actual re- 
sult of the doctrine of Regeneration by power immediately exerted on 
the soul as taught by some ministers. God has said, most pointedly 
and positively, "he that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed 
shaU doubtless come again with rejoicing,, bearing his sheaves witli 
him. "2 It is enough to induce us, at once, to abandon any theory, and 
any explanation of the new birth and the influences of the Spirit, which 
are so directly at variance with the plain letter of the word of God. 
However legitimately such exhortations and conclusions may flow 
from the doctrine of Regeneration by power, they are not sanctioned 
by the word of God. The ministry of Christ was extensively blessed. 
Never was there a preacher on earth that made such a deep and exten- 
sive impression within the, limits to which he confined^ himself.^ The 
ministry of the apostles was extensively blessed, and so has been that 
of every zealous and active labourer from that day to this, who did 
not confine himself to times and seasons, and set phrases and stereo- 
type modes of exhibiting the truth. 

ijer. 23,22. 
JPS. 126. 4. 
3 Mat. 4. 23,. 25. Luke 4. 14,. 15. John 4. 39, 42. 8. 30. &c. Sec 
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No roan bas a right to plead the sovereignty of God as the reason of 
his want of success. God does not delight to counteract his own de- 
sign in commissioning the ministera ot Christ, nor in violating fits 
pledge which he gives them to be. **always" with them. It is a fright- 
ful form of rebellion against Him, a taking part with His enemies, to 
plead his sovereignty as the reason why success does not attend right 
e.i][brts made for the conversion of sinners. It will not do to urge it, 
and [ wonder at the awful blindness of those that do. It is^but^turning 
the blame cf a man's own indolence, and indifference, and imprudence, 
and folly, and shamefacedness, and want of believing prayer, over on 
God's sovereignty — an high-handed act of treason agamst the divine 
government. No wonder ^at where this doctrine h preached, no re« 
vivals occur, and souls perish by hundreds — and professors live without 
prayer in their families, and self-denial and benevolent efforts, drown- 
ed in formality and worldliness, or if ever they become zealous, it i» 
in the manifestation of their uneasiness, and in opposition against de- 
cided active ministers and measures, and in sounding forth the cry of 
heresy, and false and dangerous doctrine. No wonder that you 
will find many professors, and whole churches, opposed to weekly 
prayer meetings, and visiting for the purpose of conversing witli others 
about their svuls' concerns. No wonder too that yon will see parents 
actually training up their children for hell, by neglecting to press 
ttieir consciences with the truth, and in the spirit of Christ labour for 
their conversion. If Regeneration is to be produced by immediate 
power irrespective of the truth, they may indeed, just as well whip 
them for not committing the catechism and words they do not under-^ 
stand, or pay a school master to do it for them, and call this religious in- 
struction, as any thing else. They may be as worldly-minded, and as 
covetous and as slanderous, and as vindictive before their children 
as they find it convenient, or as suits their own pride and selfishness, 
for if truth is not the means of conversion, the power of God can effect 
it, as certainly, even though that truth has not been exhibited in their 
example, breathed forth in their spirit, carried out in ttieir actions, pre- 
sented in tlieir conversation, and pressed in every varied form upon the 
conscience. No wonder that you shall find whole families of chil- 
dren whose parents adopt and act upon this sentiment, and abuse 
ininisteis who prescribe the contrary, and oppose and thwart their ef- 
foils to instruct the consciences of children, growing up in an uncon- 
verted state, going beyond their parents, and catching from their very 
lips the spirit of hatred and malice and prejudice, which prevents the 
access of the truth to their hearts. No wonder, too, that you shall 
see a whole church sleep year in and year out, oppose four day meet- 
ings and revival measures, and never make one solitary effort to revive 
religion in the midst of them or warn sinners of the perdition that 
awaits them . No wonder tliat you will meet with protessors of reli- 
gion who can talk about politics and doctrines and the disputes in the 
church and the slanders circulated against zealous ministers, and every 
thing but vital piety, — who have never been the means of converting 
a single soul from the errors of his way, — who iiave never even prayed 
with their families and children and talked with them about the con- 
cerns of their souls, — who co-operate not but stand aloof from revival 
efforts — who find no attractions in the weekly meetings for praycr,-r-k 
who oppose temperance societies or refuse to join theroj^ — w^Q ue* 



